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can't see any likelihood of his being duly declared elected by the people, unless the Senate and House come to be in accord as to that fact, and the House would of course, not otherwise elect him.
"What the people want is a peaceful determination of this matter, as fair a determination as possible, and a lawful one. No other determination could stand the test.
u The country, if not plunged into revolution, would become poorer day by day, business would languish, and our bonds would come home to find a depreciated market.
"I was not in favor of the military action in South Carolina recently, and if General Ruger had telegraphed to me or asked advice, I would have advised him not, under any circumstances, to allow himself or his troops to determine who were the lawful members of a State Legislature. I could have given him no better advice than to refer him to the special message of the President, in the case of Louisiana some time before. Hut in South Carolina he had the question settled by a decision of the Supreme Court of the State, the highest tribunal which has acted on the question, so that his line of duly seemed even to be clearer than the action in the Louisiana case. If the Federal Court had interfered and overruled the decision of the State Court, there might have been a doubt, but the Federal Court only interfered to complicate, not to decide or overrule. Anyhow, it is no business of the Army to enter upon such questions, and even if it might be so, in any event, if the Civil authority is supreme, as the Constitution declares it to be, the South Carolina case was one in which the Army had a plain duty. Had General Ruger asked for advice, and I had given it, I should of course have notified you of my action immediately, so that I could have been promptly overruled if it should have been deemed advisable by yon or other superior authority. General Ruger did not ask for my advice, and 1 inferred from that and other facts that he did not desire it, or, being in direct communication with my military superiors at the seat of Government, who were nearer to him in time and distance than 1 was, hr deemed it unnecessary. As General Ruger had the ultimate resjxmsibility of action, and had really the greater danger to confront, in the final action in the matter, 1 did not venture to embarrass him by suggestions. He wan a Department